Pieter

Nervous, tenuous, brave

Who loves to play with his friends 

Who feels scared about being caught 

Who needs his family to be there for him

Who shares his house

Who fears the voice of a Nazi 

Who’d like to see his Papa, brother, and dog again

Who ends up saving someone’s life

Poet’s Note


When I read A Traitor Among Us, I saw Pieter’s true self emerge from him little by little as the story went on. I especially was amazed at Pieter’s bravery.  At one moment he was as scared as a chicken, and the next he was volunteering to do a very dangerous job that took a lot of courage and bravery to do.  I admired Pieter’s motivation to try and save the American Soldier, even though he knows that his life is at stake, because if a German Soldier found out, Pieter would be killed.  His motivation it so try to end the war and get to see his Papa, brother, and dog again. This is why I chose to write about Pieter.
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Illustrator’s Note

When I did my collage, I tried to show how Pieter’s life was.  His life was great at some times, but at a point in his life, it was as bad as rock bottom bad.  In the end, Pieter survived all of the bad times and had a great life afterwards. I painted the (left side) background light and happy colors.  In the beginning his life was great and everyone was joyful. When times were bad, (in the middle) I put dark colors to show all the bad times and scary things he had to go through in his life.  After the war everyone was peaceful and calm, so I painted the (right side) background blue and purple.  I showed that after the war everything was okay and that everything was going smoothly.  

