
Hannah's Feelings

Hannah tells a story 

As Rivka gives advice

She tries to listen while eating her bread

The hard crusty bread 

Crunching in her mouth

The burnt potato 

Scorching her mouth

As fumes from the oven

Intoxicate her mind

She stares on in terror 

As a bullet pierces Shemeul

Agony, Agony it’s all part of life

  The people in the Holocaust experienced it;

Like being stabbed with a knife

Poet’s Note

When I read Devil’s Arithmetic, the hardships that Hannah faced really made me think about how much the Jews suffered. I thought about all the things going on in the camp. The running to the midden, the meager meals and the knowledge that if she did one thing wrong she would die. All of these were just a few of the hardships that Hannah faced at the Holocaust.
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Illustrator's Note

When I drew my illustration I wanted to capture the feeling of dread and misery that the victims of the Holocaust felt. I also wanted to show some scenes from the book like Shemeul dying or the factory in the distance throwing Jew smoke in the air.  That is what I wanted to bring into my illustration.  
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